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A magical place in Marrakech




A Star is Born as New Riad Pays Homage to Hollywood Great
A one-time residence of vaudeville star, singer and actress, Josephine Baker, Riad Star is set to dazzle visitors to Marrakech.

The fourth property in the Marrakech Riad portfolio, Riad Star – which opened in September 2013 – has undergone a sympathetic renovation to return it to its former glory, as well as to pay homage to its most famous resident. The Riad was previously part of a Royal Palace owned by the Pashah of Marrakech, Thami El Glaoui, who welcomed Josephine as a long staying guest in the early 1940s.  The main residence now forms the Musee de Marrakech.        
Riad Star offers seven luxury guest suites, and a host of facilities including a hammam and massage suite, two dipping pools and fabulous roof terrace with views across the Medina to the snow topped Atlas Mountains. Each suite comes complete with air conditioning, en suite facilities, iPod docks and flat screen TVs. There are also interconnecting suites perfect for families.  Guests can look forward to home cooked meals and the best breakfasts in Marrakech.

Riad Star is located in the historic Kaat Benahid district of Central Marrakech.  Marrakech Riad owners, Mike and Lucie Wood, have painstakingly restored the riad to reflect the star’s glamour and style, along with sourcing Josephine memorabilia. This includes lots from a recent auction at Casino de Paris, one of the leading Paris music halls where she performed, with items from Josephine as well as other music hall stars including Mistinguett and Maurice Chevalier. Guests of Riad Star have access to an amazing 'dressing up box' featuring some of the less precious items, ideal for a roaring 20s themed dinner party.

“When we purchased the riad we had no idea that it was once home to Josephine,” explains Mike. “What we loved was the calm atmosphere and fantastic quality Art Deco woodwork in solid cedar alongside Moroccan arches and hand-sculpted plasterwork. A combination we had never seen before.
“The neighbour who first told me about Josephine remembers her welcoming him and other youngsters into the riad.  It is for her human warmth and kindness, not her status as an international superstar, that Josephine is remembered in Derb Alilaich.”

Rooms cost from £140 per night on a bed and breakfast basis, with a 20% discount offered for online bookings. 
About Marrakech Riad - Each Riad has a dedicated, English speaking Moroccan staff offering a complete 24/7 concierge service. Guests can expect extras such as complimentary toiletries, breakfast served at the time of their choosing, help booking restaurants and excursions and if required, the loan of a local pay-as-you-go mobile to tap into the Moroccan hosts’ local know-how while out exploring. Delicious three-course Moroccan dinners can be dished up on request.
Airport transfers (15 minute drive) can be arranged on request for £15 each way (minimum two people). Regular flights are available from London Heathrow, London Gatwick, Luton and Stansted with Royal Air Maroc, BA, EasyJet and Ryanair (bookable direct). 
-ENDS-

For further information on Marrakech Riad, please visit www.marrakech-riad.co.uk. Media enquiries should be directed to Samantha Kirton on 0778 616 6556 or e-mail: samantha@keenecomms.com 
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