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A magical place in Marrakech




20 September 2016

Riad Star adds new wellness element for healthy holidays in Marrakech
This autumn sees the completion of the latest upgrades to boutique Marrakech hotel, Riad Star, setting it apart as one of the top retreats in the heart of the Red City for a wellbeing escape.
The next phase of expansion includes the addition of four extra rooms, a dedicated kitchen demonstration space for cookery lessons, and new roof terrace with some of the finest views in Marrakech.  The new bedrooms, which can be set up as two interconnecting suites, will have a distinctive, white décor, combining Moroccan craftsmanship with modern comforts and a peaceful sense of space. Two of the rooms will have their own, purpose-designed meditation pods, with intricately designed, hand-carved traditional Arabic motifs, and tablets provided for guided meditation.
Continuing the wellness theme, a large new courtyard with rolling roof will be available for yoga (or private parties) and the expanded Hammam and Spa will offer new treatments including hot stone therapy. Wholesome food will be the order of the day at the cookery school, where local chefs will share their love of traditional Moroccan dishes, local organic ingredients and healthy fare in the demonstration space.

The concept for this latest conversion is the brainchild of UK owners, Mike and Lucie Wood who opened Riad Star in 2013. A chartered psychologist, Lucie attributes a lifetime passion for facilitating personal development as one of the key drivers in the riad’s latest upgrades. 
“When people come to stay at our riads on holiday I like to think that they are coming to rejuvenate, relax and perhaps reconnect with each other,” says Lucie.

“The more relaxed we can make them, the more we can do to delight them, the more they’ll connect with each other.”

The development will bring the number of rooms to 13, with a total of three pairs of interconnecting rooms, perfect for families and groups of friends. The one-time home of Jazz Age icon Josephine Baker, Riad Star welcomed the addition of the Ebony and Ivory suites earlier this year with the conversion of the former kitchen into an adjoining, self-contained annexe called Dar Star.
Completion is expected for the end of September. Rooms at Riad Star cost from £99 per night. Cookery lessons for up to six people will cost from £40 per person for a half day course.
About Marrakech Riad - Each Riad has a dedicated, English speaking Moroccan staff offering a complete 24/7 concierge service. Guests can expect extras such as complimentary toiletries, breakfast served at the time of their choosing, help booking restaurants and excursions and if required, the loan of a local pay-as-you-go mobile to tap into the Moroccan hosts’ local know-how while out exploring. Delicious three-course Moroccan dinners can be dished up on request.
Airport transfers (15 minute drive) can be arranged on request for £15 each way (minimum two people). Regular flights are available from London Heathrow, London Gatwick, Luton and Stansted with Royal Air Maroc, BA, EasyJet and Ryanair (bookable direct). Flights are also available from Manchester and Bristol with EasyJet.
-ENDS-

For further information on Marrakech Riad, please visit www.marrakech-riad.co.uk. Media enquiries should be directed to Samantha Kirton on 0778 616 6556 or e-mail: sam@dartpr.co.uk 
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