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Introducing Marrakech Riad 
The market leader for English speaking guests, Marrakech Riad consists of four boutique hotels in the old town Medina of Marrakech. A stay with Marrakech Riad offers exceptional value for money with a small team of dedicated staff on hand to take care of guests’ every need, delivering an authentic Moroccan ‘home from home’ experience. 
Each hotel has thirteen or fewer guest rooms and a dedicated, English speaking Moroccan staff offering a complete 24/7 concierge service. Guests can expect extras such as:

· Help booking restaurants and excursions 
· The loan of a pay-as-you-go mobile to tap into the Moroccan hosts’ local know-how while out exploring

· Delicious three-course Moroccan dinners dished up on request
· Access to the hammam and massage suite at Riad Star, the ultimate Marrakech luxury
· An inviting courtyard space at Riad Star with rolling roof providing shelter and shade, whatever the occasion or weather

· Complimentary toiletries
· Breakfast served at the time of their choosing

The riads have been painstakingly restored working with traditional materials and craftsmen while incorporating conveniences like air conditioning and fast Wifi. These old traditional ‘riad’ – meaning garden in Arabic – houses are set within the walls of the mediaeval city of Marrakech, providing atmospheric and intimate spaces with all rooms looking onto the cool and shady central courtyard.     Unique to this part of the world, staying in a riad affords the opportunity to live alongside the locals and experience an ancient way of life first hand. From romantic escapes to relaxing family breaks and group get-togethers, the four stylish houses offer the perfect retreat in Morocco’s captivating imperial city.

Riad Star is the former home of vaudeville star, singer and actress, hero of the French resistance and civil rights pioneer, Josephine Baker. The property offers thirteen guest rooms, and a host of facilities including a hammam and massage suite, dipping pool and fabulous roof terrace as well as a dedicated kitchen demonstration space for cookery lessons and large courtyard with rolling roof. Rooms cost from £112 per night.

Riad Cinnamon is a former merchant’s house located in a quiet residential area in the heart of the old town, just two minutes from the Marrakech Museum and ten minutes from the main square. The property sleeps up to 16 guests in five suites, and boasts a cloistered patio with dipping pool and one of the most remarkable roof terraces in Marrakech with views across the rooftops of the Medina to the Atlas Mountains. Rooms cost from £112 per night.
Riad Papillon is located in the fashionable Dar El Bashah district of the Medina, with five guestrooms sleeping up to 11 people. The hotel also boasts a dipping pool, patio and roof terrace complete with sunbeds, dining areas and a Moroccan tent. Rooms cost from £80 per night.
Dar Habiba is a traditional secluded riad offering one suite and five rooms (sleeping up to 14 people) sharing a shady courtyard, minutes from the famous Jemma al Fnaa square. Facilities include a dipping pool and roof terrace. Rooms cost from £60 per night.
A big part of the Marrakech Riad experience is giving back to the local community. English owners Mike and Lucie Wood co-founded the Henna Café. This inviting establishment is an integral part of any visit to Marrakech, serving delicious Moroccan dishes as well as supporting free education from proceeds.

The free to download Marrakech Riad App offers an indispensable guide to making the most of a visit. Features of the App include a comprehensive map of the old town medina – a puzzling rabbit warren to defy even the most navigation savvy traveller – enabling visitors to keep track of their location without incurring data roaming charges. Other highlights include background profiles on popular tourist attractions and up to the minute guides to restaurants and bars.
Airport transfers (15 minute drive) can be arranged on request for £15 each way (minimum two people). Regular flights are available from London Heathrow, London Gatwick, Luton and Stansted with Royal Air Maroc, BA, EasyJet and Ryanair. Flights are also available from Manchester with EasyJet and Liverpool with Ryanair (bookable direct).

“Over the last fifteen years in Marrakech we’ve become expert at helping English speaking guests, especially first time visitors, to make the most of their stay,” explains Lucie. “At the heart of our hospitality is the authenticity of our people. It’s important to us that our guests experience the warmth and integrity of a very personal Moroccan welcome, something they won’t encounter elsewhere. The comment we hear most often is that “nothing was too much trouble”.  
“A Marrakech Raid stay can be the holiday of a lifetime,” adds Mike. “Exploring the bustling streets, discovering vibrant markets, world class museums and ancient monuments, combining the call to prayer and ancient rhythm of life with modern conveniences. 
“Staying with us in the old town is an immersive experience not an excursion. There will be unsavoury smells as well as exotic spices and fresh mint.  Some visitors to Marrakech will be more comfortable in one of the excellent modern hotels in the new town that deliver the same polished experience that they do everywhere else in the world. But they will have missed out on the accommodation that is unique to Morocco,” he concludes.

-ENDS-

For further information on Marrakech Riad, please visit www.marrakech-riad.co.uk. Media enquiries should be directed to Samantha Kirton on 0778 616 6556 or e-mail: sam@dartpr.co.uk 
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